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Bridge Creek Wildlife Area Draft Management Plan Public Comments

Respondent also confirmed that they will maintain and keep
fences in good condition to maintain proper distribution of 1
livestock and ensure adequate water for both livestock and
wildlife as use salt to distribute livestock as well.

Respondent stated that they will also manage livestock so as
not to interfere with wildlife oriented recreational activities for 1

the general public.
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Lower Deschutes Wildlife Area Draft Management Plan Public Comments

State Parks staff stated that they were meeting with Sherman
County to discuss fire prevention and that boaters have been
doing better at decreasing fires and builder safer ones on the
beaches.

Landowner attending noted that he wasn't seeing any erosion
or washes on the roads right now.

An attendee noted that rabbitbrush and bunchgrasses were
the common plants but since the railroad and horse grazing
sagebrush has come in.

The WA manager discussed the uﬂmmmwmnam and sharp-tailed
grouse that use to be present but human control of fires has

changed plant components; sagebrush is now the dominant

plant.

The BLM sent in two pages of comments listing typos, and
additional text fo augment the plan.

The department revised the text per BLM's suggestions.
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Riverside Wildlife Area Draft Management Plan Public Comments

Attendee asked what grain crops are out there and does the
department seed in spring and fall?

WA Manager answered that the department predominantly
seeds cereal grains in the fall when moisture is best to
benefit food plot seedings. In spring, access roads are
difficult to travel and spring precipitation is inconsistent.
Some of the farming is also done to alleviate big game
damage.

Attendee pointed out that a lot of hunters like the remoteness
of the area.

Although no camping is allowed on the wildiife area now, the
department wants to investigate where campsites might be
an option in the future, ‘

Attendee suggested that a concrete vault outhouse would be
needed.

Presently there is a concrete vault toilet at the BLM
recreation site just outside the entrance to the Riverside
Tract. In the future as funding allows, the Department will
investigate feasibility of installing an outhouse in proximity to
the headquarters complex at the Riverside Tract.

Attendee asked if there was any chance to open up camping
at the homestead.

Such an option is a long way off due to the need for a
seasonal employee or volunteer fo be present to maintain
such a facility and prevent vandalism.

Attendee asked about public access along the rail service
corridor to the north of the department's Riverside Tract. He
commented that vehicle access should be at the south and
north ends of the Wildlife Area and that only walking should
be allowed in between.

Wildlife Area (WA) manager answered that this area is all
private land. The kiosk is located at the end of the RWA
boundary. The private landowner does not want public
access at the north end so this is not a possibility at this
time. WA manager explained that Long Siding road provides
access but no ATVs are allowed along the rail cotridor.

Attendee asked if pheasants were planted.

WA manager responded that yes, the department traps them
at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in areas with no public
hunting access and releases them at RWA.

Attendee is pleased with the Ontario A&H project and wants
to see the Mule Deer Inifiative succeed and see increased
deer numbers.
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Riverside Wildlife Area Draft Management Plan Public Comments

Correspondent appreciates the fencing projects being
undertaken to improve riparian and aquatic systems along
the river. :

Correspondent's primary comment relates to the need for
informational signing in the vicinity to interpret management
efforts, inform the pubilic that this is public access land and
that certain uses are allowed or not allowed. He suggests a
small kiosk or easy to maintain and update information board
while acknowledging vandalism. Alsc suggests some detail in
the ODFW Fishing synopsis might be considered.

The department has recently installed informational kiosks at
four locations at the Riverside Tract. We intend to install
additional kiosks at key locations at the Malheur River Tract
in the future as funding allows.

Correspondent is aiso interested in finding a place to camp
overnight: tent space, parking space and posted fire closure
information. He was unaware that there was no camping
allowed on the wildlife area as he was planning to camp at
the end of Shuriz Field access road in 2009

Although no camping is allowed on the wildlife area now, the
department wants to investigate where campsites might be
an option in the future.

Correspondent also pointed out that the description of the
Upten Mountain Access road as 'good’ was optimistic as he
had trouble in a 4WD a few years ago.

Correspondent commended the department on the plan's
stated goals, objectives and strategies and looks forward to
following the progress in this effort.

Correspondent wanted the department to keep cows out.

WA manager emailed the author to seek his phone number
so that he could explain to him how livestock are used on the

area.




